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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
HANNAH (5,371,518). 

As per claim 1, Hannah teaches the claimed "raster generator" comprising: "a 
line sequencer that is configured to sequence through a list of line descriptors" (Hahnah, 
column 5, lines 56-61), "each line descriptor of the list of line descriptors including a 
line-count parameter and a line-type parameter, the line-count parameter corresponding 
to a number of raster lines corresponding to the line-type parameter, the line-type 
parameter corresponding to a descriptor of a sequence of raster signals that form each 
raster line corresponding to the line-type parameter" (Hahnah, column 6, lines 2-15), 
and "a signal generator that is configured to produce the sequence of raster signals 
based on the descriptor of the sequence" (Hahnah, column 7, lines 14-56). 

Claim 2 adds into claim 1 "a programmable memory that is configured to contain 
the list of line descriptors" which Hahnah teaches in column 5, lines 25-45 (Hahnah, 
memory 61). 

Claim 3 adds into claim 1 "each descriptor of the sequence of raster signals 
corresponds to a set of pattern identifiers, and the raster generator further comprises a 
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pattern sequencer that is further configured to sequence through the set of pattern 
identifiers to produce a set of pattern sequences corresponding to the descriptor of the 
sequence" which Hahnah teaches in column 7, lines 25-27 (state and duration). 

Claim 4 adds into claim 3 "a programmable memory that is configured to contain 
each set of pattern identifiers" which Hahnah teaches in column 7, lines 45-48 (state 
register 64). 

Claim 5 adds into claim 3 "each pattern sequence of the set of pattern sequences 
corresponds to a set of duration-value pairs, and the signal generator produces the 
sequence of raster signals by applying particular raster values for particular durations, 
based on the duration-value pairs" which Hahnah teaches in column 7, lines 22-31 . 

Claim 6 adds into claim 5 "a programmable memory that is configured to contain 
each set of duration-value pairs" which Hahnah teaches in column 7, lines 45-48. 

As per claim 7, Hannah teaches the claimed "encoder that is configured to 
receive a digital representation of an image and to produce therefrom a composite video 
signal that is suitable for display on a display device, wherein the composite video 
signal includes a video component and a raster component" comprising: "a data path 
that is configured to transform pixel data into the video component of the composite 
video, and a raster generator that is configured to provide the raster component, the 
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raster component comprising a plurality of raster lines" (Hahnah, column 5, lines 56-61), 
"a raster definition data set that is configured to include a first link list that includes a 
plurality of line parameters, each line parameter including a line-count parameter and a 
line-type parameter, the line-count parameter corresponding to a number of raster lines 
of the plurality of raster lines corresponding to the line-type parameter, and the line-type 
parameter including a pointer to one or more descriptors of the raster lines 
corresponding to the line-type parameter" (Hahnah, column 6, lines 2-15), and "the 
raster generator is configured to provide the raster component of the composite video 
signal by processing the descriptors of each of the raster lines, via the first link list" 
(Hahnah, column 7, lines 14-56). 



Claim 8 adds into claim 7 "the one or more descriptors of the raster lines includes 
a second link list that includes pointers to one or more sets of raster sequences" which 
Hahnah teaches in column 5, lines 27-45. 

Claim 9 adds into claim 8 "each of the one or more raster sequences includes a 
plurality of sequence descriptors that define discrete intervals for asserting raster 
values" which Hahnah teaches in column 6, lines 28-62 (Hahnah, state and duration). 

As per claim 10, Hannah teaches the claimed "method for generating a raster" 
comprising: "sequencing through a list of line entries that each include a line-type and a 
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line-count" (Hahnah, column 6, lines 2-15), and "applying raster signals corresponding 
to each line-type repeatedly, based on the corresponding line-count" (Hahnah, column 
7, lines 14-56). 

Claim 1 1 adds into claim 10 "programming the list of line entries into a memory 
that is accessed to effect the method" which Hahnah teaches in column 6, lines 7-15. 

Claim 12 adds into claim 10 "applying the raster signals corresponding to each 
line-type further includes sequencing through a list of raster patterns corresponding to 
each line-type" which Hahnah teaches in column 7, lines 20-25. 

Claim 13 adds into claim 12 "programming the list of raster patterns into a 
memory that is accessed to effect the method" which Hahnah teaches in column 6, lines 
10-15 (Hahnah, state information). 

Claim 14 adds into claim 12 "applying the raster signals corresponding to each 
line-type further includes sequencing through a list of duration-value pairs 
corresponding to each raster pattern" which Hahnah teaches in column 7, lines 22-31 . 

Claim 15 adds into claim 14 "programming the list of duration-value pairs into a 
memory that is accessed to effect the method" which Hahnah teaches in column 7, lines 
45-48. 
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Due to new ground of the rejection, this action has been made NON_FINAL. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phu K. Nguyen whose telephone number is (703)305 - 
9796. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Phu K. Nguyen 
April 25, 2004 



